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SAN DIEGO

A CIA spokesman Wednesday denied a published report claiming the
Intelligence agency listened in on the conversations of several high-ranking
Mexican officials in aorder to find evidence of corruption.

The San Diego Union reported Wednesday that the CIA listened to the calls
of Mexican officials withaout their knowledge in order to find evidence of
carruption involving drug dealers.

Information collected was turned over to the Justice Department and Drug
Enfaorcement Administration for use as they saw fit, The Union said.

In a statement issued in Washington, CIA Spokesman George Lauder said the
newspaper's story was false and misleading.

''The CIA doesn't normally comment on stories concerning alleged CIA

activities, '’ the statement said. '‘'We are making an exceptian in this case
because The San Diego Union's story 1s false and misleads the American public.

The newspaper said one source believed the wiretaps were on the phones of the

high-ranking Mexican officials. Another source said the taps were on the phone
of a U.S. citizen who lived in Mexicg City and that the government officials
were heard talking on the lines. The unidentified American had contacts with
drug traffickers and gavernment officials.

The Union said it was not known if the operation was continuing.

An anonymous source quoted By The Union said some of the taped conversations
were quite candid.

"‘There is no pretense, no subtlety,'' the source said. ''They just say,

'Bring 20 kilos here by tomorrow . . .° No cute talk like in the United States
where people might say, 'How many oranges do you want?'':’

The investigation grew out of a probe into the murder of DEA Agent Enrique
Camarena in Guadalajara, Mexico, last year. There were allegations that Mexican
law enfarcement and government officials were coaperating with the drug
traffickers who allegedly tortureg Camarena to death.

The unidentified sources told The Union that the DEA agreed tp give the CIA

a list of its informants in exchange for whatever drug-related information the
agency came up with in foreign countries.
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